
Morris Knolls HSA Minutes 
Meeting of Wednesday, October 14, 2020 

7:00pm, via Zoom due to corona virus state of emergency 
 
 
 
Present on call:  
President Christie D’Asti 
Vice President Michele Conover 
Treasurer Denise Occipinti 
Secretary Peter Pollack 
Raffle chair Girish Nair 
Principal Ryan MacNaughton 
Up to 20 additional participants at any given time were on zoom, including those 
named and on video and others on phone only. 
 
Meeting Opened: 
President D’Asti opened meeting at 7:02 pm 
 
President D’Asti thanked all parents who have joined HSA Facebook page and families 
who have paid dues. 
 
Principal MacNaughton’s report: 

- PSAT testing today and tomorrow. Used for National Merit scholarships. 
Encourages parents to visit College Board site and explore Naviance, a 
national site used by all colleges as well as MK. 

- Friday resumes hybrid schedule. 
- Drivers ed exam was cancelled in spring and being re-offered tomorrow. 
- Curriculum and instruction committee looking to increase instructional time. 

Considering restructuring use of Mondays,  or adding virtual classes.  Nov. 5, 
end of marking period, potential time to adjust. 

- Governor permitting winter sports.  Guidance will come out as it did for fall 
with spectator and other directives. 

- Governor shut all schools on election day November 3, even if not a polling 
location. Will be virtual instruction “A” day. 

- SAT and ACT still being offered at Knolls, next date Oct 24. 
- Club and activity fair could not be held but brochure was posted on web 

page. Encourage students to view club presentations there. 
 
Treasurer Report: 

- Treasurer Occipinti reports received $4,005 in dues, account balance 
currently $5,928, so off to good start for the year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Morris Knolls HSA Minutes page 2 
Meeting of Wednesday, October 14, 2020 

 
 
Secretary report: 

- Two thank you cards were received from last year’s scholarship recipients. 
- 1324 families at Morris Knolls. About 400 families are in our spreadsheet 

meaning they paid membership this year or in past years.  About 240 families 
of those are current so far for this year.  So about two thirds of families have 
not participated at all and about 160 families who paid dues in the past have 
not yet paid this years dues.  

- About 30 out of about 200 staff members have paid dues. Principal 
MacNaughton will coordinate to give them access to online payment method 
also.  

 
 
 
Raffle Report: 

- Past year printed 12,500 tickets, this year plan to reduce to 10000 tickets. 
- Recommends adjusting prize money awards to 20%, 15%, 10%, and 5% 

percent prizes. Motion made, seconded by Michele Conover and third by 
Denise Occipinti, motion passed. 

- License application normally made in February, but will be done now to allow 
earlier sales, and longer sale period, to increase revenue.  

- President adds that more time will increase our ability to sell more tickets and 
we can tie into winter sports. 

 
Vice President: 

- We were unable to hold luncheon for staff prior to start of school. Looking at 
options. Looking to set up carry out type box lunch for staff soon. Discussed 
budget line item which does exist. 

- Principal MacNaughton recommends “lunch to go” to avoid food handling due 
to pandemic. 

- Attendees of meeting suggesting food truck or door dash card.  Issue being 
their cost probably greater than our budget. 

- Anyone with suggestions or interest to assist email HSA email with subject 
“teacher lunch,” will be forwarded to Michele. 

 
President additional comments: 

- Teacher grants - We do want to continue to support teachers despite and 
because of pandemic. Will revisit last year’s applicants to see if items still 
needed. Due date extended to allow teacher input. 

- Holiday gift online sales - Will still have holiday sale items. Looking for store 
ideas that people want. Can contribute hundreds of dollars to HSA 
scholarship funds. Several ideas submitted on chat. 

- Last year’s profits are being shared with Business Marketing students as their 
logo design was used. 

- Local small business support ideas brought up, will be discussed further. 
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Questions and Answers: 
 

- The meeting schedule permitted for a brief Q and A. Various questions were 
addressed to Principal MacNaughton. 

- Q: With December travel plans, any plan to be virtual in beginning of January 
for quarantine time? A: Principal MacNaughton is in regional principals group 
and they are exploring that idea, will keep us posted. 

- Q: Clubs and activities – when would they meet? A: MK web page has info on 
each club and link to advisor, who can advise method and time of meeting. 

- Q: Any chance of increasing in-person days? A: Looking at keeping same 
schedule but increasing instructional time. Possibly making Mondays an 
alternating instructional day or adding post-dismissal instructional blocks. 
Goal to adjust for next quarter. The main dilemma is lunch. Some schools 
with lunch have had to close. Concern is safety while feeding hundreds of 
students indoors without masks. Goal is full day with lunch but trying to keep 
school open. We still have to meet state standards and curriculum, difficult 
with current plan. Curriculum proposals agreed to by both principals will be 
reviewed with pandemic committee as part of process. 

- Q: When is start of next marking periods A: November 6 starts second 
quarter, all dates on school calendar. 

- Q: As a Freshman parent how made aware of HSA dues? A: Sent with back 
to school info and other emails. Link will be re-forwarded directly to parent 
inquiring. 

- A: Reminder that events and sporting events are live streamed.  
 

 
President closing remarks:   

- Encourage your student to get involved in activities, no matter what it is. It will 
enhance their connections and time at MK. 

- We are a community. Principal MacNaughton leading that with “Protect the 
Nest” theme.  Reach out if there is a need so we can assist and get through 
this together.  

- Thanks to Principal MacNaughton, the board, and everyone for attending 
tonight. We hope to be able to meet in person at some point in the future! 

 
Meeting closed: 
The Zoom meeting was closed at 8:03 pm. 


